
53%?

47%
              the number of black males that graduate 
                                                     from high school each year

what happens to the other 

1

beyond the statistics
                 are the real stories of the children

[  w h o  w e  a r e  ]

 [  media / film production & screenings ]
Beyond the Bricks film follows 2 black male students as they struggle 
to stay on track in the Newark, NJ Public School system. The film is a tool to 
galvanize diverse community stakeholders in or to promote local solutions 
based conversations around issues school age black males face.

the btbp 
project utilizes

4 activity streams 
to accomplish our objectives:

they require more commitment and support 
from their parents, schools and the community at large to 

reach their potential. Too often labeled as at risk, 
these young men have proven time and again that they are 

really at potential and they require 
simply the will and dedication of adults in and around 

their lives to make a difference in their walking into the 
future through graduation or making choices 

that prevent them from moving forward.

Beyond the Bricks Project is a non-profit media and community 
engagement organization that promotes and encourages 
support for increasing educational and social outcomes for all 
underperforming students, especially black male youth, who are 
listed as the lowest performing students in 36 US states. 

the 3 overarching objectives of the project are to:

•  help refocus the agenda away from merely identifying the 
problems among black male youth to promoting and encouraging 
schools and communities to work together on solutions to 
educating these young men

•  increase positive community engagement in the 
everyday lives of Black male youth

• encourage the development of youth achievement, leadership and activism Athrough emphasizing community citizenship

This project was produced and founded by Washington Koen Media’s Principals’ 
Ouida Washington and Derek Koen from the film Beyond the Bricks.
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2[  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m m i n g  ]

  beyond the obstacles
                  are the promises of the past

< 70
the number of cities 
       throughout the u.s.
 and the u.k. that the 
          film has screened*

*[to date] and continues to be requested by communities around the world

[  d i r e c t  co m m u n i t y  e n g ag e m e n t  ]
btbp website www.beyondthebricksrproject.org, a internet portal for information and to 
distribution mechanism for the Community Producer and Fellows’ work and voices.

secondary school screenings and discussion guides: BTBP created discussion guides to 
accompany the Beyond the Bricks film, that respond to the need for Community Organizations, Professional 
Development among teachers and primary school staff, and for students years 9-12. Please visit  
www.beyondthebricksproject.org to see a case study of implementation of the guides in a school district.

post secondary screening screenings and discussion guides: Universities are purchasing 
the film and discussion guides for their libriares. Several classes have been utIlized the film and project with 
within their courses, including Dr. Charles Bretan of Strayer University who added BTB in his course on 
Civic Engagement. [please see Dr. Bretan’s Scholar Review of BTB @ http://beyondthebricksproject.com/
justice-matters-prophetic-witness-beyond-bricks-and-educating-just-society-charles-p-bretan-edd]

btbp community producers program is a media literacy and 
community advocacy program that came about in response to community 
response in viewing the Beyond the Bricks film. BTBP created the Produce! 
Create! Innovate! (PCI) Community Producers Program, a media literacy 
and media production course that is designed for young Black males to 
investigate and interrogate how they are represented through broad media 

culture, then produce media content 
that better speaks to their realities and 
concerns = Reframing the Narrative. 
This project is implemented in 
collaboration with Universities and 
schools internationally.

btbp fellows program Upon 
completing the PCI program, one young 
man from each partner location are invited 
to participate in the Fellows Institute 
in the summer. Each summer Fellow 
Candidates spends one week learning 
from local and national mentors 
and experts in media, community 
leadership/ engagement, and 
educational planning, as 
they set up community based 
media campaigns around 
issues they want to address in 
their communities.

“

[  f o c u s e d  r e s e a r c h  &  p u b l i c at i o n  ]
the evolution and re-emergence of out-of-school 
programming as a way to support children and in particular Black 
Male achievement, cannot be divorced from the current economic and 
social-political contexts in the US and globally. This emerging research is 
focusing on a range of areas where Black males and young men of color 
need support—such as traditional and critical digital literacy skills, STEM, 
social-emotional-public health, nutrition and community-civic engagement/
leadership (e.g. Emdin, 2011). BTBP looks to present a literary review of 
the current material around best practices in education and black male 
achievement, along with working with our partners at leading universities 
around the world to implement collaborative research and papers that 
support increasing educational and social outcomes for Black Males and 
their communities. 

dr. chance lewis the journal  
of negro 

education

dr. yolanda 
sealy-ruiz

”

i want to instill 
our youth with 
some knowledge 
of self, because 
that’s where 
we’ve got the 
short end of the 
stick: we don’t 
understand the 
value of what our 
elders want us to 
respect. and its 
not our fault. it 
will only be our 
fault if we let 
the ones after us 
go through the 
same stuff we 
went through.
macio thompkins
Beyond the Bricks project



         the number of 
    young men around 
             the country 
  the pci progam has 
         directly engaged.

80
[  i m pac t  /  v i s i o n  stat e m e n t  ]
the btbp film and community engagement initiative has 
reached more than 15,000  community members in the US and London. 
And along with the discussion guides, have been utilized in public school 
districts, community organizations, and major universities and colleges. 
The PCI program has directly engaged 80 young men around the country, 
and countless others through the work of the community producers and 
BTBP Fellows. The conversation around black males has begun to shift 
from simply the negative and we believe that Beyond the Bricks’ initial 
push to change that language has been in the forefront of the current 
black male achievement initiative.

        beyond the bricks
                                     are the hopes of tomorrow

my favorite 
part of the 
program is 
interacting 
with others 
that i really 
talk to 
and learning 
how to use 
different 
material and 
software i 
never used 
before.
miguel boozer
Beyond the  
Bricks project

“

”

[  i n  t h e i r  ow n  wo r d s  ]

the most 
inspirational 
moment for 
me during the 
program was 
seeing the boys 
participate in a 
rally for travon 
martin; it was 
a moment they 
would never 
forget. and now 
they are taking 
control of 
telling the 
story of that 
experience, 
they will be 
proud and i feel 
proud to be a 
part of that.
mike molina
BtBp instructor

“

”

i live in the 
moment. i try 
to cherish 
every moment 
that i have. 
i try to make 
the right 
choices in 
those moments 
because when 
i look back i 
want to say i
did that right.
quinton arnold
Beyond the  
Bricks project

“

”

i really 
think that 
the value of 
a university’s 
prestige can 
really be 
judged by 
how it serves 
its local 
community.
brian williams
Beyond the  
Bricks project

“

”


